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Summary of Proposals:
The Lochgoilhead Forest Design Plan (FDP) is a strategic plan which reflects the
key themes of the Scottish Forestry Strategy (SFS) (2006) and Cowal &
Trossachs Forest District strategic plan. The broad aspirations of the plan are
summarised in the design plan brief, which describes the objectives of the FDP.

Lochgoilhead Design Plan Brief
The FDP will address the following issues:
1. Forest structure – an increase in age class diversity is desired. This will be achieved by
restructuring the forest through felling coupes beyond or before their economic
optimum.
2. Species diversity – an increase in species diversity and the area covered by differing
species is desired. This will be achieved by restocking areas appropriately through the
analysis of site conditions and by natural regeneration.
3. Conservation – an expansion of the Forest Habitat Network (FHN) is desired. The FHN
will be expanded to link existing areas of high conservation value (e.g. broadleaved
woodland) principally along watercourses. The future FHN will comprise of native
woodland, continuous cover coniferous forestry and open space. Provision for all
relevant UK/Local BAP species will be given in the design planning process. Red squirrel
is one of the key species within the FDP area and the FHN development and
restructuring of the forest will help support this species.
4. Water quality – protection of the sensitive water features within the FDP area is
essential. There are several private water supplies within the FDP area located at
Cormonachan and the public water supply for Lochgoilhead village, which is located in
Donich Water. The felling and restock plans will reflect the need to protect these
supplies and all other water features (i.e. Lettermay burn and the River Goil) within the
FDP area.
5. Landscape – significant areas of the forest are highly visible from Lochgoilhead village
and the B828 and B839 (between Lochgoilhead and the Rest and Be Thankful). Within
these areas and where possible, felling and restock coupe design will be sensitive to the
natural landform enhancing the aesthetic qualities of the forest shape.
6. Timber production – the FDP area will make an important contribution to the Forest
District felling programme through the life of the plan. In areas of the FDP which are
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less visible from the identified viewpoints timber production will be a key objective
which will be reflected in the design planning process.
7. Recreation – Due to the stunning scenery many tourists visit Lochgoil, Carrick and the
surrounding area. The design planning process will seek to enhance the visitor
experience through sensitive landscape design from the identified viewpoints and open
up internal views from popular walking routes. Also, areas around Lochgoilhead will be
identified which can be retained to allow for stands to develop large trees (i.e. the
Arboretum and war memorial). There are several proposed Core Paths within the FDP
area. The increased significance of these routes will be reflected in the design planning
process.
8. Deer management – opportunities to improve the forest structure for deer management
will be taken where possible during the design planning process.
9. Archaeology – provision will be made to protect and preserve all significant
archaeological features by incorporating them into the FHN where possible, or by
creating a buffer of open space around them when not.
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1.0 Introduction:
1.1 Setting and context
The FDP area lies within the Cowal Peninsula and is both within the Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs National Park and the Argyll Forest Park.
The total area is 3,982 hectares, which is comprised of coniferous forest, areas of
broadleaved woodland and open hill.
There are two key areas of habitation within the plan area, these being the villages
of Lochgoilhead and Carrick Castle. They have a combined population of 480; 80 in
or around Carrick Castle and the balance in or around Lochgoilhead. Drimsynie
Estates has developed a holiday park, which has grown to over 340 holiday chalets
and residential caravans, swelling the population in the summer months bringing
many tourists into the centre of the FDP area.
The FDP area is principally surrounded by large areas of open hill consisting of
moorland and mountainous terrain. Three large forest areas also adjoin it. Two of
these are Forestry Commission Forests (Ardgartan Forest and Beinn Laggan
Forest), with the third being a private forest managed by Tilhill forestry on the
Northwest side of Gleann Mor.

1.2 History of plan
The FDP process was started in 2007 and is the re-submission of an existing FDP,
which expires in March 2010. This is the third FDP for the Lochgoilhead area. The
FDP area has enlarged over the years to include Lettermay and Cormonachan
forest.
The public scoping for the FDP was carried out in July 2007. The preparation of
the FDP has been largely completed between January and September 2009.
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2.0 Analysis of previous plan
The management objectives of the previous plan concentrated on timber
production, recreation and conservation.
Timber production objectives were to maintain productive timber potential, meet
the UK Forestry Standard, and to allow efficient harvesting and restocking.
Recreation objectives were to enhance the landscape contribution of the forest,
to allow access into the forest, and to improve the surroundings of recreational
facilities and the community.
Conservation objectives were to protect and enhance wildlife interests, retain,
improve and expand existing native woodlands, and to expand CCF management
in sensitive areas.
All coupes felled during the approval period have been felled to the approved
boundaries, although some coupe shapes have been altered by formal
amendments.
All felled coupes have been restocked in accordance with the approved restock
plan, with the early restocking now established and growing well.
All roads proposed for construction have been completed. Two additional roads
were approved by formal amendment – an extension to the Cormonachan road
and a road linking the Lettermay road to the Drimsynie road, which now acts as
the main haul route for all timber harvested in Lettermay / Cormonachan. Timber
lorries can now avoid the narrow public road past the chalet site.
Overall, the implementation of this plan has met the stated objectives.
Restructuring is well advanced, the age structure and species composition
diversified and the forest is making a more positive contribution to the wider
landscape.
The aims and objectives of the next plan will build on the success of this plan,
with a focus on Red squirrel habitat enhancement and conversion of conifer
plantation to native woodland on ancient woodland sites.
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3.0 Background Description
3.1 Physical site factors
3.1.1 Geology Soils and landform
The geology of the area is complex. It is predominately metamorphic with Mica
and undifferentiated schists. Schistose grits and Greywackes are also present.
Glacial deposits of moranic and undifferentiated drifts can also be found. There
are also igneous intrusions running through the area. The soils are predominately
surface water gleys and peaty gleys.

3.1.2 Water
There are several significant water catchments within the FDP area. All the
water systems eventually flow into Loch Goil. The FDP area contains several
water supplies. The most significant is the Lochgoilhead village supply which is
located in Donich Glen. There are also water supplies in Lettermay burn and
within the Cormonochan forest block.
None of the water systems within the FDP area have been given specific
protection through conservation designations.
A critical load analysis has been carried out and no issues were identified with
the restocking proposals.

3.1.3 Climate
The climatic conditions are typical of the West Coast of Scotland.

3.2 Biodiversity and environmental designations
Within the FDP area there are several features of importance. The Conservation
summary map (see supporting maps) details the key features.
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3.3 The existing forest
3.3.1 Age structure, species and yield class
The current age class structure and species diversity of the FDP area is detailed
in the tables below.

Species
Conifer
Broadleaves
Total

Area (ha.)
1418
207
1625

%
87
13
100

Age Class
0-10
11-20
21-40
41-60
60+
Total

Area (ha.)
115
122
468
781
139
1625

%
7
8
28
48
9
100

The yield classes throughout the FDP area are typical of the west of Scotland.
Sitka Spruce is the highest yielding species with yield class averaging between
14 and 16. Norway Spruce is slightly lower and minor conifer species are lower
still with Broadleaved species achieving the lowest yield classes.
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3.3.2 Access
The road network in the FDP area is extensive. However, there are still some
areas which are currently inaccessible. All the large forest blocks have suitable
access points from the public road network. Road construction is planned in
Donich, Cormonachan and Drimsynie.
The Forest roads and haulage map details the timber haulage routes (see
supporting maps).

3.3.3 CCF (Continuous Cover Forestry) potential
There has been limited thinning within the FDP area through the last plan period.
Due to the current age of much of the standing timber opportunities for thinning are
restricted. However, some areas have been identified for CCF. These are identified
on the Thinning map (see supporting maps).

3.4 Landscape and land use
3.4.1 Landscape character and value
The landscape within the FDP area is characterised by remoteness, large
sweeping vistas as well as ‘close up’ views of forest and open hillside. The
Forestry Commission estate is a significant component of the landscape around
the communities of Lochgoilhead and Carrick; and adjacent to the access into
these communities through Gleann Mor and Strathgoil. Undoubtedly the scenery
and remoteness of the area is a large draw for tourists who visit or stay in the
area.
The landscape character assessment report (SNH 2009) identifies several
landscape character types within the FDP area. These are farmed strath floor,
urban, glensides, forested upland glens and hills.

3.4.2 Visibility
The forests are highly visible at different scales from many locations within the
FDP area; it is most commonly viewed however, from the public road into
Lochgoilhead and onto Carrick Castle. The forest is highly visible from within
Lochgoilhead village and Drimsynie holiday village. The most popular mountain
destination within the FDP area is Ben Donich. On a clear day the summit view
from Ben Donich provides excellent views onto Cormonachan, Lettermay, Donich
(south side only) and Drimsynie forests.
The visibility and the landscape features within the FDP area are analysed in the
Landscape Analysis and Concept map (see supporting maps).
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There are four 3D visualisations in the supporting documents. The location of
each viewpoint is identified on the Location Map (see supporting maps). The
details of each viewpoint are shown in the table below:
View
No.
1

Title

Notes

Pole Flats

Looking north from forest road
entrance.

2
3
3
3
4

Drimsynie From Downfall
Village car park to Drimsynie
Village car park to holiday village
Village car park to Lettermay
Ardgartan

Looking from the village carpark.
Looking from the village carpark.
Looking from the village carpark.
Looking from Ardgartan peninsula
across the Loch onto Cormonachan
Glen.

3.4.3 Neighbouring landuse
Forestry and upland grazing land are the two significant neighbouring land uses.
The ownership of the adjacent forests is a mixture of public and private. Much of
the open hill immediately adjacent to the FDP area is under public ownership.

3.5 Social factors
3.5.1

Recreation

Within the FDP area there are few formal recreational facilities. There is one
carpark at the Lochgoilhead Arboretum with two waymarked trails starting and
finishing at the carpark. The Cowal way intersects the FDP area, passing through
Lettermay and Donich glen. Much of the FDP is accessible via the network of
forest roads, however, these are not waymarked and access is often affected by
forestry operations.

3.6 Statutory requirements and key external policies
The key policy documents influencing the FDP are the UK Woodland Assurance
Standard, the Forest District Strategic Plan and the Scottish Forestry Strategy
(2006).
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4.0 Analysis and Concept
4.1 Analysis of constraints and opportunities
The FDP plan analysis and concept is illustrated in two maps (see supporting
maps).
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5.0 Management Proposals
5.1 Forest stand management
The broad concept of the FDP is to restructure and diversify the forest structure.
The management map illustrates the felling proposals (see supporting maps).

5.1.1 Clear felling
Through the plan period clear felling will remain a principal management tool.
However, as the FDP area develops over several plan cycles this will change with
increasing opportunities to thin. The current forest structure means there are few
opportunities for reducing the area to be clearfelled in this plan period.

5.1.2 Thinning
In the past 10 – 15 years there has been very little thinning in the FDP area. As
the forest is restructured opportunities for thinning will develop, however, due to
the age of much of the current crop and a lack of thinning in the past there is
limited opportunity for thinning in this plan period. The thinning map identifies
the areas where thinning will be applied and the broad details of the desired
outcome (see supporting maps).

5.1.3 CCF
Low impact silvicultural systems or continuos cover systems will be applied to
several areas in the FDP in the plan period. These areas are shown on the thinning
map (see supporting maps).

5.2 Future habitats and species
The Future Habitats and Species map (see supporting maps) shows in detail the
tree species and habitat types which will be established within the FDP area. The
aims within the FDP brief have been reflected in the plan. Broadly, these are to
diversify the species throughout the FDP area and establish a forest habitat
network of native species, principally along watercourses.
Natural regeneration will be the primary method of establishing native woodland
throughout the plan area.

5.3 Restructuring
The need for restructuring through some areas of the FDP area has been
reflected in the felling proposals. The restructuring proposals are inextricably
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linked to the road construction proposals, which in turn, depend on the proposals
for quarrying within the FDP area.
Restructuring the forest will greatly enhance its conservation and aesthetic value.
Also, through restructuring the forest, there will be a normalisation of the age
classes, which will result in sustainable yields from the forest. Peaks of felling and
restocking are therefore reduced. The forest will also become more stable as less
of it is susceptible to windblow at any particular time.

5.4 Future management
The table below shows the felling proposals for phase 1 and 2 of the FDP.

Phase
1
2

Felling Area (ha.)
322
209

Felling Volume (m3)
144,776
94,019

The table below shows the establishment proposals for phase 1 and 2 of the FDP
(all figures are hectares).

Phase Sitka Spruce Norway Spruce
1
76
54
2
43
44
Total
119
98
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5.5 Species table
The species diversity of the FDP area will be diversified through the plan period.
Internal open space will also be increased. The open hill area will increase
through the plan period as the upper tree line is lowered.
The table below shows how the plan proposals will change the species structure
of the FDP area.

Species
Larch
Lodgepole Pine
Norway Spruce
Broadleaves
Scots Pine
Sitka Spruce
Mixed Conifer
Total

2009 %
5.8
1.8
1.1
12.7
0.6
72.9
5
100

2019 %
6.6
1.1
7
18.9
0.7
62.1
3.6
100

2029 %
8
0.3
10.1
20.2
0.7
57.8
2.8
100

2039 %
9.3
0.3
13.3
22.7
1.1
51
2.3
100

2049 %
10
0.1
15
23.1
1.4
48.6
1.8
100

5.6 Age structure
As stated in the design plan brief, the age structure of FDP area will be
diversified. This was an aim of the previous FDP and this plan is continuing this
aim building on what has already been achieved.
The table below shows how the plan proposals will change the age class structure
of the FDP area.

Age Class
0-10
11-20
21-40
41-60
60+
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5.7 Management of open land
There are large areas of open land in the FDP area. Much of this is open hill,
which is managed by tenants for use as rough grazing. Within the forest complex
areas of open space are to be maintained as open areas for differing objectives.

5.8 PAWS restoration
The plan area contains several areas of PAWS (plantations on ancient woodland
sites) within the FDP area. Following a detailed assessment by C&T FD
conservation team most of the PAWS areas have been identified as suitable for
conversion to native woodland. PAWS areas which are to be restored will form a
key component of the FHN (see zone map in supporting maps).

5.9 Deer management
Deer management will continue through the plan period. This will be essential to
the success of the diversification of the forest as some tree species to be used in
restocking will require greater protection than sitka spruce which, historically
has been the most commonly planted tree species in the FDP area.
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Appendix I: Forest Design Plan Consultation Record
Statutory Consultee

Date contacted

Date response
received

Issue raised

Forest District Response

Lochgoilhead Community
Council

2/7/06

1.Issue raised at
scoping meeting.
2. Issue raised at
scoping meeting.

1.Television reception within
Lochgoilhead village is poor
due to the mast at
Cormonachan being affected
by the surrounding trees.

1. Consultation with Arqiva
will take place to determine
what is causing the poor
television reception.

3. Issue raised at
scoping meeting.

2.The ruined village at
Cormonachan.
3.The area behind Drimsynie
is significant within the
landscape.

Loch Lomond & Trossochs
National Park

2/7/06

SEPA

2/7/06

Deer Commission for Scotland

2/7/06

Tilhill

2/7/06

RSPB

2/7/06

Argyll & Bute District Council

2/7/06

Black Grouse Project Scotland

2/7/06

Wild Land group

2/7/06

Mountaineering Council of

2/7/06
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2.This issue will be
addressed within the FDP.
3. This issue will be
addressed within the FDP.
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Scotland

Arrochar & Tarbet Community
Council

2/7/06

Fife Council, Ardroy Outdoor
Education Centre

2/7/06

SNH

2/7/06

Scottish Water

2/7/06

Forestry Commission Scotland

2/7/06
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Appendix II: Tolerance Table
FC Approval
not normally
required

Adjustment to felling
coupe boundaries

Timing of
restocking

Change to species

Windthrow
response

0.5 ha or 5% of
coupe - whichever is
less

Up to 2 planting
seasons after
felling

Change within
species group e.g.
evergreen
conifers;
broadleaves.

Up to 0.5ha

Changes to
road lines

Non native
conifers in native
woodland areas up
to 400 stems/ha.
Approval by
exchange of
letters and
map

0.5ha to 2ha or 10%
of coupe - whichever
is less

Approval by
formal plan
amendment

> 2ha or 10% of coupe Over 2 planting
seasons after
felling

Change from
specified native
species
Change between
species groups
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0.5ha to 2ha - if
mainly
windblown trees

Additional felling
of trees not
agreed in plan

> 2ha to 5ha in
areas of low
sensitivity

Departures of
>60m in either
direction from
centre line of
road

> 5ha

As above,
depending on
sensitivity
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